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Ontario
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Researchers estimate that there are more than 200,000 people in Canada living with hepatitis C virus (HCV). This
virus infects the liver and gradually destroys this vital organ, leading to severe complications, including internal
bleeding, infections, liver failure and, in some cases, increased risk of liver cancer.
Historically, treatment for HCV infection has been a combination of two drugs—weekly injections of interferon and
daily oral doses of ribavirin for up to 48 weeks. However, this combination tended to cause severe side eﬀects,
particularly aﬀecting mood, and was not highly eﬀective.

A revolution in treatment and prices
Several years ago pharmaceutical companies began introducing all-oral regimens for HCV treatment. The most
current drugs are highly eﬀective, with cure rates around 95% and greater. These drugs have few side eﬀects and
can cure people in as little as two to three months.
Unfortunately, the list price of these drugs has been very high. As a result, treatment for HCV has been rationed by
Canada’s provinces and territories, with patients having to develop a moderate-to-severe degree of liver injury
before they can receive subsidized treatment.
Canada’s provinces, territories and federal government drug plans collectively negotiate drug prices with the
pharmaceutical industry through a body called the pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical Alliance (pCPA). In a recent
development, the pCPA reached a deal with several pharmaceutical companies that agreed to charge Canada’s
provinces and territories (and the federal government’s drug plans) lower prices for HCV medications.

Changes to access in the works
As a result of this deal, the B.C. government has decided to add more treatments to its lists of subsidized medicines.
Another consequence of the deal is that the B.C. government made the following statement:
“PharmaCare is expanding the criteria in March 2017 to provide coverage to more patients living with hepatitis C.
Physicians can apply for coverage of the new drugs on behalf of their patients on or around March 21, 2017.
Starting in 2018-19, PharmaCare will provide coverage for any British Columbian living with chronic hepatitis C,
regardless of the type or severity of their disease.”
In late February the government of Ontario added more HCV drugs to its list of subsidized medicines. As in B.C., the
government of Ontario is committed to lifting restrictions on access to HCV treatment over the coming year.
At this time no other provinces or territories had made announcements as a result of the latest negotiations with the
pCPA.

Lower-priced drugs
The drugs that were part of the recent negotiations with the pCPA include the following:
a ﬁxed-dose formulation of ledipasvir + sofosbuvir (sold as Harvoni)

a ﬁxed-dose formulation of sofosbuvir + velpatasvir (sold as Epclusa)
a ﬁxed-dose formulation of elbasvir and grazoprevir (sold as Zepatier)
sofosbuvir (sold as Sovaldi)
daclatasvir (sold as Daklinza)
asunaprevir (sold as Sunvepra)

CATIE resources
CATIE’s hepatitis C information
Hepatitis C: An In-Depth Guide
The epidemiology of hepatitis C in Canada – fact sheet
Epclusa (velpatasvir + sofosbuvir) –fact sheet
Harvoni (ledipasvir + sofosbuvir) – fact sheet
Zepatier (elbasvir + grazoprevir) – fact sheet
Daclatasvir (Daklinza) – fact sheet
Sofosbuvir (Sovaldi) – fact sheet

—Sean R. Hosein
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Disclaimer
Decisions about particular medical treatments should always be made in consultation with a qualiﬁed medical
practitioner knowledgeable about HIV- and hepatitis C-related illness and the treatments in question.
CATIE provides information resources to help people living with HIV and/or hepatitis C who wish to manage their own
health care in partnership with their care providers. Information accessed through or published or provided by
CATIE, however, is not to be considered medical advice. We do not recommend or advocate particular treatments
and we urge users to consult as broad a range of sources as possible. We strongly urge users to consult with a
qualiﬁed medical practitioner prior to undertaking any decision, use or action of a medical nature.
CATIE endeavours to provide the most up-to-date and accurate information at the time of publication. However,
information changes and users are encouraged to ensure they have the most current information. Users relying
solely on this information do so entirely at their own risk. Neither CATIE nor any of its partners or funders, nor any
of their employees, directors, oﬃcers or volunteers may be held liable for damages of any kind that may result from
the use or misuse of any such information. Any opinions expressed herein or in any article or publication accessed
or published or provided by CATIE may not reﬂect the policies or opinions of CATIE or any partners or funders.
Information on safer drug use is presented as a public health service to help people make healthier choices to
reduce the spread of HIV, viral hepatitis and other infections. It is not intended to encourage or promote the use or
possession of illegal drugs.
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